[Analysis of deletion mutations of the dystrophin gene by the multiplex polymerase chain reaction method in the diagnosis of Duchenne muscular dystrophy].
The 33 patients suffering from the Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD), 7 healthy donors and a DMD risk family were studied by means of polymerase multiplex chain reaction (MPCR) with 6 oligoprimer pairs for 6 different exons of dystrophin gene. The deletions varying in sizes from 1 to 6 exons were detected in 12 out of 33 DMD patients studied (36.3%). The prenatal diagnosis of DMD was carried out by chorionic villus biopsy on the 1st trimester of pregnancy. Contrary to earlier findings, in elder brother with sever DMD manifestation, no visible deletion was detected in the DNA sample from the male foetus and thus the diagnosis of DMD in foetus was rejected. The perspectives of MPCR in pre and postnatal diagnosis of DMD are discussed.